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MSFD: COMMISSION DECISION of 1 September 2010 
on criteria and methodological standards on good 

environmental status of marine waters
• Habitat level.
For the purpose of Directive 2008/56/EC, the term habitat addresses both the abiotic 
characteristics and the associated biological community, treating both elements 
together in the sense of the term biotope. 
A set of habitat types needs to be drawn up for each region, sub-region or subdivision, 
taking into account the different habitats contained in the indicative list in Table 1 of 
Annex III and having regard to the instruments mentioned in point 2 of Part A. Such 
instruments also refer to a number of habitat complexes (which means assessing, 
where appropriate, the composition, extent and relative proportions of habitats within 
such complexes) and to functional habitats (such as spawning, breeding and feeding 
areas and migration routes). 
Additional efforts for a coherent classification of marine habitats, supported by 
adequate mapping, are essential for assessment at habitat level, taking also into 
account variations along the gradient of distance from the coast and depth (e.g. 
coastal, shelf and deep sea). 
The three criteria for the assessment of habitats are their distribution, extent and 
condition (for the latter, in particular the condition of typical species and 
communities), accompanied with the indicators related respectively to them. The 
assessment of habitat condition requires an integrated understanding of the status of 
associated communities and species, coherent with the requirements laid down in 
Directive 92/43/EEC (9) and Directive 2009/147/EC, including where appropriate an 
assessment of their functional traits.



1.4. Habitat distribution 
— Distributional range (1.4.1) 
— Distributional pattern (1.4.2) 

1.5. Habitat extent 
— Habitat area (1.5.1) 
— Habitat volume, where relevant (1.5.2) 

1.6. Habitat condition 
— Condition of the typical species and communities (1.6.1) 
— Relative abundance and/or biomass, as appropriate (1.6.2) 
— Physical, hydrological and chemical conditions (1.6.3).
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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 

flora

Article 1

The conservation status of a natural habitat will be taken as 
‘favourable’ when: 

— its natural range and areas it covers within that range are 
stable or increasing, and 

— the specific structure and functions which are necessary for 
its long-term maintenance exist and are likely to continue to 
exist for the foreseeable future, and 

— the conservation status of its typical species is favourable as 
defined in (i);



COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 

flora

Article 11

Member States shall undertake surveillance of the conservation 
status of the natural habitats and species referred to in Article 2 
with particular regard to priority natural habitat types and 
priority specie



Biodiversity and nature conservation segment of 
the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan

In order to reach favourable conservation status of 
biodiversity, HELCOM has adopted Ecological Objectives 
covering topics referring to:

– restoring and maintaining sea floor integrity at a level that 
safeguards the functions of the ecosystems;

– that habitats, including associated species, show a 
distribution, abundance and quality in line with prevailing 
physiographic, geographic and climatic conditions; and

– a water quality that enables the integrity, structure and 
functioning of the ecosystem to be maintained or 
recovered. 



Biodiversity and nature conservation segment of 
the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan

HELCOM’s overall goal of a favourable conservation status of 
Baltic Sea biodiversity is described by the following three 
ecological objectives: 

- natural marine and coastal landscapes, 

- thriving and balanced communities of plants and animals, 
as well as 

- viable populations of species.



Biodiversity and nature conservation segment of 
the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan

Therefore WE AGREE to increase knowledge on and protection of Baltic Sea marine 
habitats, communities and species:

- by 2011 by updating a complete classification system for Baltic marine
habitats/biotopes;
- by 2013 by updating HELCOM Red lists of Baltic habitats/biotopes and biotope
complexes, and producing a comprehensive HELCOM Red list of Baltic Sea species;
- by developing further, where appropriate and needed, detailed landscape maps of the
Baltic Sea area based on existing information;
- by 2013 by identifying and mapping the potential and actual habitats formed by species
such as bladderwrack (Fucus spp.), eelgrass (Zostera marina), blue mussel (Mytilus
spp.), Furcellaria lumbricalis and stoneworts (Charales) as well as recruitment habitats
for coastal fish using modelling among other tools, and to develop a common approach
for the mitigation of negative impacts;
- by developing research on possibilities of reintroduction of valuable phytobenthos
species in regions of their historical occurrence especially in degraded shallow
waterbodies in the southern Baltic Sea; 


